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The planning process for a comprehensive plan is informed by not 
only the community’s vision for the future but also by historical 
trends, demographic characteristics and physical data. The 

existing conditions provide a snapshot in time – it presents Henderson 
County today. This chapter compiles and analyzes demographic and 
economic data to answer two key questions during the planning 
process: “Where are we now?” and “Where are we going?”
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DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS

The demographic analysis considers characteristics 
such as population, age, race, ethnicity, place of 
work, and educational attainment. The demographic 
trends are of central importance because they 
will impact the future housing, education, jobs, 
recreation, transportation, community facilities 
and other needs of Henderson County. 

Data gathered and analyzed for the purposes of 
this comprehensive plan is primarily from the 
U.S. Census Bureau, Census on Population and 
Housing, and U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. Unless 
otherwise stated, the data used in this analysis was 
derived from the most recent, readily available data 
from the U.S. Census. As the community continues 
to change and updated data is released, trends 
and projections should be verified to ensure that 
the assumptions made about Henderson County’s 
population change, demographics, education and 
economy remain true. 

NATIONAL TRENDS

The United States is at a significant point in terms 
of changing demographic trends, and these trends 
are reflected in communities across the nation. 
With this, we need consider questions such as: Who 
will be living in our community 20 to 30 years from 
now? How do we attract younger generations to our 
community? And, what dynamics should we plan 
for today?

America is Growing

The U.S. population has doubled since 1950. With 
308.7 million people in 2010, the United Sates 
experienced the second lowest growth rate in the 
past century from 2000-2010 of 9.7%. By 2040, it is 
projected that the United States’ population will be 
440 million.1

The South, which includes Kentucky, and West had 
faster growth from 2000-2010 (14.3% and 13.8% 
respectively) than the Midwest and Northeast (3.9% 
and 3.2% respectively). In addition, just six states 
accounted for over half of the population increase 
in the U.S. in 2010 (Texas, California, Florida, 
Georgia, N. Carolina, and Arizona).1

The country is still growing but how we are growing 
as a population is changing dramatically. Nationally, 
people are delaying marriage and children. U.S. 
birth rates for women under 40 have generally been 
declining since the 1990s and they have increased 
for women 40-44 to the highest levels since 1967. 
Additionally, the mean age for first time mothers in 
the U.S. is consistently increasing, currently at 25.2 
years.2

The “Traditional American Family” is now non-
traditional. Husband-wife households only account 
for 48% of all households in 2010; the first time 
this figure has not been the majority. Single-
parent households are also dramatically increasing, 
growing about 40% from 2000-2010 (about 18% of 
all households). Unmarried couple households also 
grew by 41% during this time, four times faster than 
overall household population grew (about 7% of all 
households). Many of the younger generations are 
showing a living preference for urban areas over 
rural areas. Multi-generational households also 
increased by 4.4% nationally (3.4% in Kentucky). 
Finally, one in four households in 2010 consisted 
of someone living alone (one-person households), 
of which, one in three of single householders were 
over the age of 65.3

While still growing considerably, Kentucky’s 
population increased by 7.4% over the past decade 
(about 300,000 people from 2000-2010). This 
growth was generally seen in urban areas with 
general population losses in the eastern and western 
portions of the state. Additionally, Kentucky is 
projected to grow by about 23% over the next forty 
years (2010-2050) to a population of 5.3 million 
people.1

America is Aging

Everyday 10,000 Baby Boomers reach the age of 
654. By 2050, one in five people in the United States 
will be over the age of 65. It’s not a secret that Baby 
Boomers are reaching retirement age, and second 
to the size of a population group, age and gender 
are typically the most important demographic 
characteristics of a population for public policy. In 
2010, 13% of the U.S. population was over the age of 
65 years (Kentucky was 13.3%); furthermore, one in 
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three single-households were over the age of 
65. Nationally, the older population is more 
likely to live inside a MSA. Lastly, women 
continue to outnumber men at older ages but 
his gap is narrowing; at the age of 89, there are 
about twice as many women as men.5

America if Becoming More Diverse

By 2050, the U.S. is projected to become a 
Majority-Minority population, meaning that 
the white, non-Hispanic population will no 
longer be the majority. This trend is already 
present in the younger age cohorts as well as 
the overall population in many areas of the 
country; one out of 10 counties in the U.S. 
already has a Majority-Minority. Additionally, 
there are several states and the District of 
Columbia where the population follows this 
pattern, including Texas, California, Hawaii, 
and New Mexico. Kentucky’s minority 
population was only 14% in 2010 but has 
grown by 37% over the past decade.6

More than 50% of the growth in total 
population in the U.S. from 2000-2010 
was due to the increase in the Hispanic 
population (15.2 million of 27.3 million 
people). Hispanics are now the nation’s largest 
minority and are projected to approach one in 
every three people by 2050. This population 
composed 16% of the U.S. population in 2010 
compared to only 3% of the population in 
Kentucky.6

The Asian population is also growing 
significantly nationally; this population 
currently totals only 5% of the U.S. population 
but is expected to grow by 22% by 2050.6

HOW DOES HENDERSON COUNTY COMPARE? 

One of the most important first steps in 
any planning effort is the identification of 
demographic and economic trends that may 
be unique in addition to trends that mirror 
regional, state or national trends.

Comparison communities were selected 
which share similar characteristics to 
Henderson County, such as communities 
that are located along the Ohio River and 
communities with a population greater than 
35,000 but less than 115,000 people.

The comparison communities used in this 
analysis include:

County / 2010 Population / Major City
•	 Christian / 73,955 / Hopkinsville
•	 Daviess / 96,656 / Owensboro
•	 Greenup / 36,910 / Ashland
•	 Hopkins / 46,250 / Madisonville
•	 McCracken / 65,565 / Paducah
•	 Warren / 113,792 / Bowling Green

In addition, Kentucky and the United States 
were also used as comparisons.

During comparison, it is also important to 
note that Census geographies are not static; 
boundaries can change or be redrawn entirely 
due to changes in political boundaries, 
population growth or other factors. For the 
purposes of comparing historical (such as 
2000) and current (such as 2010) Census 
data, the geographic areas are considered to 
be generally equivalent. 

1 2010 Census Brief: Population Distribution & Change
2 CDC, National Vital Statistics Report, vol. 60, 
   num. 2, November 2011
3 2010 Census Brief: Households and Families, 
   SF 1, S1101
4 Pew Research Center (www.pewresearch.org)
5 2010 Census Brief: The Older Population, SF 1
6 2010 Census Brief:  Overview of Race and Hispanic, 
   SF 1, QT-P3

Location of comparison communities with 2010 
population and major city identified.
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HENDERSON COUNTY’S POPULATION TRENDS

Population

Henderson County’s population 
in 2010 was 46,250 people, 
representing a healthy 3.2% 
increase in population from 
2000 (44,829). At the same time, 
Kentucky and the United States 
grew in population by 7.4% and 
9.7% respectively.

Henderson County had large 
population growth between 
1970 and 1980 of 13.4% but 
it has recently seen a much 
slower population growth with 
increases in the three to five 
percent range each decade 
between 1980 to 2010. 

Community 2000 
Population

2010 
Population

Population 
Change

Warren  95,522 113792 19.1%
Daviess 91,545 96,656 5.6%
Henderson 44,829 46,250 3.2%
Christian  72,265  73,955 2.3%
Hopkins 46,519 46,920 0.9%
McCracken 65,514 65,565 0.1%
Greenup 36,891 36,910 0.1%

Henderson County stands in contrast to many of the 
comparison communities as a growing community. 
Several are seeing very minor growth of less than 
one percent.

Age

The distribution of the population into various age 
groups can be seen in the 2010 population pyramids 
for both Henderson County and Kentucky. A 
stable population would generally have an equal 
percentage of the total population in each of the age 
groups except for the oldest. Population pyramids 
with a wide base indicate high birth rates (growing 
population) while a narrow base indicates low birth 
rates (naturally declining population in the absence 
of migration). In the U.S., the Baby Boom generation 
is usually very pronounced in the pyramid, which 

creates a bump-out in the chart from those born in 
the late 1940s to early 1960s. Henderson County 
does exhibit an increased presence of this generation. 
Finally, the distribution of the population between 
men and women generally follows state and national 
trends with women outnumbering men in older age 
groups.

47,500

45,000

42,500

40,000

37,500

35,000
1970

36,031 40,849 43,044 44,829 46,250
1980 1990 2000 2010

Population Change

13.4%

5.4%

4.1%

3.2%

Historical population change from 1970-2010.
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In 2010, the median age in Henderson 
County was 39.8 years old. Though this is 
higher than Kentucky’s median age of 38.1 
years old, the county is still faring better 
than the comparison communities who 
have a median age greater than 40 years old 
(except Daviess County). This indicates that 
Henderson County is maintaining a more 
balanced population than some counties. 

Community Median Age (2010)
Greenup 42.0
McCracken 41.8
Hopkins 40.4
Henderson 39.8
Daviess 38.8
Warren 32.7
Christian 28.9

Race & Ethnicity

The racial composition of Henderson County 
is very similar to most of the comparison 
communities but much more diverse than 
Greenup County. 

In 2010, 1.9% of Henderson County’s 
population was of Hispanic or Latino origin. 
This composition is similar to many of the 

comparison communities. This segment 
of the population is growing rapidly and 
Henderson County is seeing this trend with 
nearly a doubling of the Hispanic or Latino 
origin population from 2000 to 2010 (1% to 
1.9%).

Community

Hispanic 
or Latino 

Origin 
(2010)

United States 16.3%
Christian 6.1%
Warren 4.5%
Kentucky 3.1%
Daviess 2.6%
McCracken 2.1%
Henderson 1.9%
Hopkins 1.6%
Greenup 0.8%

Race and ethnicity are considered two 
separate & distinct characteristics. Race 
categories include those listed in the 
table to the right and ethnicity refers to 
a person’s origin. Examples of Hispanic 
origin could include a person of Cuban, 
Mexican, Puerto Rican, South/Central 
American, or other Spanish culture or 
origin. People who identify their origin 
as Hispanic, Latino or Spanish can be any 
race. 

RACE & ETHNICITY

 Composition of population by race in 2010.

Community White
Black/

African 
American

American 
Indiana/ 
Alaska 
Native

Asian

Native 
Hawaiian 
and Other 

Pacific 
Islander

One Race: 
Other Two Races

Christian 71.5% 21.2% 0.6% 1.0% 0.4% 2.0% 3.3%
Warren 83.6% 9.1% 0.3% 2.8% 0.1% 2.0% 2.1%
McCracken 85.0% 11.0% 0.2% 0.8% 0.0% 0.7% 2.1%
Kentucky 87.8% 7.8% 0.2% 1.1% 0.1% 1.3% 1.7%
Henderson 89.1% 7.8% 0.2% 0.4% 0.0% 0.7% 1.7%
Hopkins 90.1% 6.6% 0.1% 0.6% 0.0% 0.6% 1.9%
Daviess 91.2% 4.8% 0.1% 0.7% 0.1% 1.3% 1.8%
Greenup 97.3% 0.7% 0.3% 0.5% 0.0% 0.2% 1.0%
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Education Attainment 

Around 46% of Henderson County’s population (25 
years and older) has some education beyond high 
school. Henderson County is similarly educated 
as Kentucky for those with education beyond high 
school (46.5% have education beyond high school). 
Henderson County has more people with an 
Associate’s degree than Kentucky (6.6%) and many 
of the comparison communities.

Population Trends Summary

•	 Henderson County has seen modest but healthy 
growth in population for the past three decades.

•	 Generally, Henderson County’s population 
has a large generation that will be moving into 
retirement over the planning horizon of this 
plan.

•	 As the national population becomes more 
diverse in race and ethnicity, diversity will 
expand and influence the composition of the 
population in Henderson County over time.

•	 Henderson County has an educated workforce 
that could help the county attract new and 
expand existing businesses.

HENDERSON COUNTY’S HOUSING TRENDS

Housing & Families

Henderson County had a total of 18,705 households in 
2010 and an average household size of 2.41 people per 
household. This average is similar to all the comparison 
communities (except for McCracken County with 2.28 
people per household). Henderson County is also similar 
to Kentucky’s and the United States’ average household 
size of 2.45 and 2.58 people/household respectively.

In 2010, approximately, 67% of all household were 
composed of families, while 33% were non-family 
households. Of the family households, 49.5% consisted 
of a husband-wife family, 4.5% were single-father 
households and 13.1% were single-mother households. 
These statistics on household composition are very 
similar to all the comparison communities.

Henderson County has a similar percentage (28%) 
of people living alone (one-person household) to the 
comparison communities including Kentucky (28%) 
and the United States (27%).

A household includes all the persons who 
occupy a housing unit (such as house, 
apartment, mobile home, group of rooms, 
or single room that is occupied as separate 
living quarters). The occupants may be a single 
family, one person living alone, two or more 
families living together, or any other group of 
related or unrelated persons who share living 
arrangements. 

A family is a group of two or more people 
related by birth, marriage, or adoption that 
live together; all such people are considered 
as members of one family.

HOUSEHOLD

FAMILY
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Housing Tenure

Approximately seven percent 
of housing units were 
vacant in 2000. Henderson 
County fared better than 
both Kentucky (9.2%) and 
the United States (9.0%) 
in housing occupancy in 
2000. By 2010 ,vacancy in 
Henderson County rose to 
7.9% but the increases that 
occurred in Kentucky to 10.8% and the United 
States to 11.4% were greater. Henderson County is 
faring better than most comparison communities 
with vacant housing.

Community 2000 Vacant 
Housing Units

2010 Vacant 
Housing Units

United States 9.0% 11.4%
Christian 8.6% 11.3%
Kentucky 9.2% 10.8%
Hopkins 8.9% 10.4%
Greenup 9.0% 10.2%
McCracken 8.6% 9.2%
Henderson 7.0% 7.9%
Warren 7.8% 7.5%
Daviess 6.2% 6.8%

In 2000, 67.3% of occupied housing units were 
owner-occupied and 32.7% were renter-occupied. 
The percentage of owner-occupied housing units 
decreased to 65.5% in 2010. Henderson County 
has less homeownership than the comparison 
communities (ranging from 66.5 - 79.1% owner-
occupied) and Kentucky (68.7% owner-occupied) 
but greater than the United States (65.1% owner-
occupied) in 2010.

Henderson County has a housing stock comprised 
of 11.3% of housing units constructed in 2000 
or later, 28.9% constructed 1999 to 1980, 17.4% 
constructed 1979 to 1970, 23.9% constructed 
1969 to 1950 and 18.5% constructed 1949 or 
earlier. The most prolific residential construction 
occurred during the 1970-1979 decade. Housing 
conditions in some neighborhoods should be 
considered as 18.5% of the housing stock built 
before 1950 continues to age.

Housing Value

The median housing value of owner-occupied 
housing units in Henderson County in 2010 
was $100,500 and the median rent was $577 per 
month. The median owner-occupied housing falls 
in the middle of the comparison communities. 
The median monthly rent is the second lowest in 
the comparison communities.

Community
Median Owner-

Occupied 
Housing Unit

Median Rent

United States $188,400 $841
Warren  $135,400 $627
McCracken  $118,600 $581
Kentucky  $116,800 $601
Daviess  $108,300 $606
Henderson  $100,500 $577
Christian  $95,500 $683
Greenup  $91,600 $592
Hopkins  $83,300 $561

Housing Trends Summary

•	 Henderson County has an average household 
size (2.41 people per household) and 
households with someone living alone (28%) 
that is similar to regional and national trends.

•	 The number of vacant housing units have 
grown, but not as fast as many other 
communities, Kentucky and the United 
States.
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•	 Henderson County has increased the percent of 
renter-occupied housing units in the past decade.

•	 Nearly one in five housing units were built 1949 or 
earlier. Many could begin to need repairs as they 
continue to age and housing conditions in some 
neighborhoods should be considered.

•	 Median housing values in Henderson County are 
higher than some of the comparison communities 
but the median rent is cheaper than most.

HENDERSON COUNTY’S ECONOMIC TRENDS

Total Workforce

In 2010, 62.1% 
of Henderson’s 
population (16 
years and older) 
were in the labor 
force (22,676 people). Henderson has a larger percent 
of their population in the labor force than Kentucky 
(60.8%) but less than the United States (65.0%).

The unemployment rate in 2010 in Henderson County 
was 9.5%, higher than Kentucky (8.2%) and the United 
States (7.9%) during the same time. The most recent 
data suggests no change in Henderson County’s 
unemployment rate. However, the Evansville, IN–KY, 
Metropolitan Statistical Area, of which Henderson 
County is a part, has seen a reduction in unemployment 
from 7.0% to 5.3% from July 2013 to July 2014.7

Commuting & Place of Work

In 2010, 8.4% of Henderson County’s occupied housing 
units did not own a vehicle, meaning that this portion 
of the population solely relies on other forms of 
transportation. 

The overwhelming majority of people in Henderson 
County commute to work by driving alone in an 
automobile (86.7%). About 9% choose to carpool, while 
less than 1% uses public transportation and 1.3% walk 
to work. This transportation mix for commuting is very 
similar to all the comparison communities.

Approximately 68% of workers (16 years and older) lived 
and worked in Henderson County and about 24% worked 
outside of Kentucky in 2010. The likely destination 
of those working outside of Henderson County is 
Indiana, and the 
Evansville, IN–
KY, Metropolitan 
Statistical Area.

The mean travel time to work for those who live in 
Henderson County is 21.3 minutes, compared to an 
average of 22.5 minutes for Kentucky and 25.2 minutes 
for the United States. The commute time is higher 
than most of the comparison communities, excluding 
Greenup County (22.7 minutes).

7  BLS, Over-the-Year Change in Unemployment Rates 
for Metropolitan Areas http://www.bls.gov/web/metro/
laummtch.htm
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Industries & Occupations

The top three employing industries in Henderson 
County in 2010 included: Educational services, 
and health care and social assistance (25.5%); 
manufacturing (19%); retail trade (12%).

Occupations of Workforce Percent of 
Workforce (2010)

Management, business, 
science, and arts occupations 29.4%

Sales and office occupations 22.8%
Production, transportation, 
and material moving 
occupations

19.3%

Service occupations 17.9%
Natural resources, 
construction, and 
maintenance occupations

10.6%

The largest of the five occupations that employs 
workers in Henderson County is management, 
business, and science and arts occupations.

Income

Henderson County’s median household 
income in 2010 was $42,266, in the middle of 
the comparison communities but higher than 
Kentucky ($41,576) and less than the United 
States ($51,914). Henderson County’s per capita 
income in 2010 was $22,844, slightly higher 
than Kentucky’s at $22,515 and similar to the 
comparison communities. Per capita income is 
frequently used in measuring a standard of living 
and is typically lower than median household 
income (per capita income equals total income 
divided by total population including non-
workers).

Economic Trends Summary

•	 Henderson County has a high percentage of 
household with no vehicles available.

•	 The largest industries and occupations 
are related to healthcare, manufacturing 
and retail.

•	 Nearly one in four people in Henderson 
County who work do so outside of 
Kentucky.

•	 Henderson County workers have a longer 
commute time to work than most of the 
comparison communities. 

•	 Henderson County has a median 
household income in the middle of the 
comparison communities. However, 
housing costs are also in the middle of the 
comparison communities. 

The total income of the householder and all 
individuals 15 years and older, regardless if they 
are related to each other or not. For example, it 
could include the total income of a  husband & 
wife or it could include two unrelated people 
living together.  

The total income of all people 15 years and 
older divided by the total population. Note 
that income data is not collected for people 
under 15 but they are included in the total 
population. 

HOUSEHOLD INCOME

PER CAPITA INCOME
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POPULATION PROJECTIONS

Historical trends of growth have varied in 
Henderson County from a high of 13.4% to a low of 
3.2% each decade between 1970 and 2010. 

Henderson County’s population is projected to 
grow by 3.7% or 1,725 people by 2035.8 This will 
increase the population of Henderson County from 
46,250 in 2010 to 47,975 in 2035.

Of the 1,725 new people projected to be living in 
Henderson County, 1,073 are projected to live in 
the City of Henderson.9

The impacts of population increase & demographic 
trends will affect many aspects of the community 
such as future land uses, transportation and utility 
infrastructure, housing preferences, education and 
workforce needs.

8  Kentucky State Data Center, http://ksdc.louisville.edu
9  Using same population share as 2010.

Population

+1,725


